Introduction
The most widespread and perhaps the most abundant skink in western North America is Eumeces skiltonianus Baird and Girard. This species occupies a wide area extending from southern British Cokmibia southward to the mountains of northern Baja California and westward through the Great Basin to the southern high plateaus of Utah and northern Arizona. The distribution is essentially that given by Stebbins (1954:322) except for the inclusion of extreme southern Utah and northern Arizona. Smith (1946:601) added Arizona and also an isolated area in southeastern Utah. The latter was presumably based on a specimen (BYU 534) Arizona. Other recent studies concerning the species Emeces skiltonianus, by Talyor (1935) , Rodgers and Fitch (1947) . and Stebbins (1954) , have included specimens from the above area as a single form. Most of the material available for the above studies came from California, Oregon, and Washington, with comparatively small series from widely separated localities east of the Sierra Nevada's. Each of the above studies contribute to a more complete understanding of the skiltonianus group (E. skiltonianus and E. gilberti) ; however, the availability of a large series from the coastal states, principally California, The following general characteristics obtain in the cotypes In each case the first figure refers to the larger specimen. Scale rows, [25] [26] ventrals,  45-46; width of the first nuchal (distance from parietal across first nuchal to edge of second nuchal), 1.4-1.5 nmi.; widtii of the dorsolateral line (taken near or just before the middle of body). 2.0-1.2 mm; percent of dorsolateral line on second scale row, I/2-V2; superalabials, 1-1^8-8; infralabials, 6-7. 6-7; lateral line edged ventrally by a narrow dark stripe, not so in the larger but present in the smaller specimen.
In the original description (Baird Cope (1900) lists the locality for the types as "California." Stejneger and Barbour, (check list, 1917-1943) . and Schmidt (1953) , lists the type locality as "Oregon." To add to the uncertainty, the two specimens (cotypes) .Xrfording to Taylor (lor. cit.) this description aitiinlly nppciired in l«")i jx-ilinps only shorlly before the Stansburj' Expedition report bj' Baird. (Taylor 1935:414) (BYU 2217 (BYU -39, 2292 (BYU -3. 2849 Specimens from the coastal ranges, and seemingly in the coastal environment have retained as adults, more pigment in the median and lateral stripes than occurs in the adults of other population of the species. This was first noted by Rodgers and Fitch (1947:196) in specimens from Northern Baja California and from San Diego, Ventura, Monterey. Sonoma and Mendocino Counties. California.
Melanistic skinks undoubtedly occur further north and may explain why Cope (1898:643) Rodgers and Fitch (1947:174) (Tanner. 1943:83 (Tanner 1943:87) and that of recent years indicate the food of these lizards to consist almost entirely of insects. An occasional spider, centepede or sow bug is also taken. According to Zweifel (loc. cit.) Knowlton (1946) found no ants in four stomachs examined in the course of his studies of Utah lizard species feeding on ants. Taylor (1936:61 The eggs were far advanced in incubation and were probably witihn two weeks of hatching. Rodgers and Memmler (1943:64) have presented some data on egg laying and hatching dates for skinks taken within two miles of Bald Peak in the Berkeley Hills of extreme western Contra Costa County, California. These data are summarized as follows: Three clutches were laid in captivity on July 5, 11, and 14. Three nests were found in the field on July 15, July 21 and on August 9. There is no indication as to the numbers of eggs in each clutch. Those found in the field on July 15 hatched on August 16, 1942. According to Gordon (1939:71) On the basis of predation in other species of Eumeces (Fitch 1954 and 1955) 
